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Countryside Trinity Church - 4690 Weiss Street - Saginaw, Michigan 48603 

From the Pastor 
------------ JANE LYNN YOUNG 
Happy New Year!  Do you stay up to usher in the new year?  I haven’t stayed up in years.  I 
long ago realized that the new year can come in without my help!  And I would much rather 
sleep! : )  But in spite of not staying up for the new year to begin, I really enjoy New Year’s 
Day!  I fix our traditional meal:  pork, mashed potatoes, sauerkraut, black eyed peas, onions, 
and greens.  The meal is a combination of traditional Pittsburgh and southern New Year’s 
Day traditions.  It is a family tradition we love! 

Another of my New Year’s Day traditions is to start a new planner.  I spend far too much time 
looking at planners before I pick one!  Each year it seems I want to keep track of “stuff” 
differently than I did the year before!  I love opening my new planner on Jan. 1st and filling 
in important dates and seeing so many blank spaces to fill in!  A new year!  New possibilities!   

Our Advent/Christmas theme this year was:  How Does a Weary World Rejoice?  It seems that 
the world is especially weary right now.  And yet we are to rejoice anyway.  Scripture tells us 
over and over to Rejoice in the Lord.  And so, we shall. 

I am not good at keeping New Year’s resolutions.  I have given up even making them 
anymore!  But this year I will be mindful of all the ways I experience God’s love.  And I will 
make a habit of rejoicing.  Because even in the bleakest time, God is with us and loves us.  
And that is cause for rejoicing!   

Happy New Year!  May your heart be filled with joy! 

 
Grace and truth, 
Pastor Jane 
 

 
 



 
 

P a g e  | 2 Telephone:  989 793-0125 January, 2024 

 

Upcoming Lectionary Readings 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

January 7, 2024 
Genesis 1:1-5 
  Psalm 29 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 

 
Over the deep and formless waters, God speaks: Let there be light. 
Give glory to God; the voice of the Lord is over the waters. 
Paul baptizes new believers in Jesus’ name; they receive the Spirit. 
Jesus is baptized; the Spirit descends; a voice says: You are my Son. 
 

January 14, 2024 
1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20) 
  Psalm 139:1-6,13-18 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
John 1:43-51 

 
The boy Samuel hears God calling and replies: Speak, Lord. 
O Lord, you search me and surround me; I praise you. 
Your body is a temple of the Spirit; you were bought with a price. 
Jesus calls Philip; Philip in turn calls Nathanael: Come and see. 
 

January 21, 2024 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
  Psalm 62:5-12 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20  

 
God sends Jonah to Nineveh; the people repent and God forgives. 
My soul waits in silence for God; God is my rock and salvation. 
The present world is passing away; let go of earthly attachments. 
Jesus calls four fishermen: Simon, Andrew, James, and John. 
 

January 28, 2024 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
  Psalm 111 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Mark 1:21-28 

 
The Lord says: I will raise up a new prophet to speak my word. 
Praise the Lord; the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. 
Concerning food and idols: knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 
Jesus casts out an unclean spirit; all are amazed at his authority. 
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ELDERS & DEACONS  – 2024 TO 2026 
SESSION COUNCIL DEACONS 

Class of 2024 
 
Sidney Diggs 
Debbie Davis 
Sandy Redfield 

Class of 2024 
 
Lynne Groom 
Jackie Williams 
Ron Platt 

Class of 2025 
 
Darren Woodke 
Becky Pequignot 
Bethany Scovill 

Class of 2025 
 
Pat Denno 
Ronda Otway 
Duncan Redfield 

Class of 2026 
 
Roger Scovill 
Kathy Loviska 
Chuck Davis 

Class of 2026 
 
Barb Groom 
Dan Groom 
Paige Pequignot 
 

John & Leore Bethune 
@ Home 

Dawn Curtis 
@ Home 

Betty Hauk 
Hoyt Nursing Home 

Dorothy Hughes 
Shields Comfort Care 

Floyd & Lois Krzak 
Floyd @ St. Francis Home 

Lois @ Home 

Avis Leach 
@ Roosevelt House/Hemlock 

Marilyn Leffler 
Traditions of Saginaw, West 
Formerly New Hope Valley 

Marie Lemmer 
Wellspring Assisted Living 

Fern Evon Little 
Swan Haven Manor 

Virginia Lyon 
Roosevelt House/Hemlock 

Norma Meacham 
Grand Haven, MI 

Elaine Miner 
@ Home 

Elaine O’Keefe 
Shields Comfort Care 

Mary Ann Parker 
Union Court Ass’t Living 

St. Charles, MI 

Fran Prueter 
@ Home 

Judi Westendorf 
The Bickford 

Dick Woodke 
@ Home 
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Treasurer’s Report - Mari McKenzie 

ANNUAL REPORTS: If you are the moderator or chairman of one of the CTC 
Committees, please make sure you get your Annual Report to Kathy as soon after 
the first of January as possible.  The Annual Meeting will be following worship on 
January 21, 2024. 
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CTC WOMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION:  
The next CTC 

Women’s 
Association 
Meeting  is 
Saturday, 

January 13th 
beginning at 

11:30 a.m.  
Please bring 
your lunch.   

 
 

 
CTC’S MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR JANUARY IS “ALL ABOUT 

THE CROSS”.  MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME.  MARK YOUR ENVELOPE ACCORDINGLY. 

THANK YOU. 

Please donate to the one or ones you have an interest in 
supporting.  If you have a suggestion for a Mission that we can 
support, please let Kathy in the office know.  Mark your 
donations accordingly.  
  

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR HELP. 
 
We will celebrate Epiphany on January 7th.  Please join us for 
worship and fellowship.  We will have star words, a star party 
following worship, and a craft!  Mark your calendars and join us 
for worship and fellowship on Jan. 7th. 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  There will be a Congregational Meeting on 
January 14, 2024, following the Worship Service for the purpose 
of allowing the PNC to look for a Part-Time Pastor, and to accept 
nominations for the Elders and Deacons and elect officers. 

There will be a Congregational Meeting on January 21, 2024, for 
Countryside Trinity’s Annual Meeting. 

Please be sure to mark these dates on your calendar and we hope 
you will be able to attend. 
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The beautiful poinsettias decorating our Sanctuary 

NOTE:  Worship Service on December 24th is at 4:30 p.m. 

 

 
  



 
 

P a g e  | 7 Telephone:  989 793-0125 January, 2024 

 
 
  



 
 

P a g e  | 8 Telephone:  989 793-0125 January, 2024 

 
 
 

 



 
 

P a g e  | 9 Telephone:  989 793-0125 January, 2024 

 
 
 
 

 

 
BABY CALISTA RAE BARRERA 
July 13, 2023 — December 7, 2023  
Saginaw, Michigan  
 

 

 

 

Saginaw, Michigan Beloved daughter, granddaughter, great-granddaughter, niece, cousin, and 
Goddaughter passed away unexpectedly on Thursday, December 7, 2023, with her family at her side, at 
the age of four months and twenty-five days.  

The daughter of Brandon M. and Rachel S. (Plater) Barrera, Calista was born on Thursday, July 13, 2023, 
in Midland, Michigan. Her family would describe her as the happiest baby, with the biggest smile and 
dimples. Calista was often fascinated by her Uncle Jacob playing drums. Her cat, October, would keep 
her occupied, as he ran around the house being nosey and checking in with Calista. One of her cute 
quirks was acting like a cricket, always taking her socks off, then laughing as her grandma’s dog, Zeus, 
would run away with them. While visiting with her grandparents and their dog, Nikita, Calista was 
welcomed with warm kisses. She would even share a cute growl with her family and loved ones. She 
was a light, for every time she smiled Calista would brighten up your day. Her soul was brighter than 
the sun and even shined brighter than the stars. Calista loved cuddling with her family, as well as her 
soft plush Minnie Mouse doll, and her mom’s baby blanket. Often accompanied with her favorite 
movies, including Boss Baby and Cocomelon. Calista loved watching UFC fights with her dad. Also 
watching football and hockey on T.V. with her grandpa. She was beautifully perfect and a little angel to 
those she loved. Calista encompassed all of what is good in this life. Though her time on earth was 
short, she touched the hearts of many or all she met. Though she was not able to fulfill all of our hopes, 
wishes, or dreams, she lived, was fiercely loved, and a blessing and joy to us all. 

Left to cherish Calista’s memory are her parents: Brandon and Rachel Barrera; grandparents: Karen 
Napora, Dianne (Alison) Ifill, Aaron and Paula Plater; great-grandmother: Susan Anderson; aunts and 
uncles: Stephanie Plater (Jordan O’Neal), Zachary Plater (Julia Marino), Jacob Plater, Aaron Plater II; 
cousins: Willow Marino, Meadow Marino-Plater; and God-parents: Stephanie Plater, Michael Wildfong.  
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Also surviving are many extended family members, loved ones, and friends. Calista was preceded in 
death by her great-grandmother, Norma Plater.  

Funeral Service will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 17, 2023, at W. L. Case and Company 
Funeral Directors, 4480 Mackinaw Rd, Saginaw, MI 48603. Rev. Rob Richards to officiate with cremation 
to follow her services. Friends may visit with the family from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, December 16, 2023, and from 12:00 p.m. until the time of service on Sunday at the funeral 
chapel.   

Those planning an expression of sympathy may wish to consider memorials to LifeClinic Community 
Resources, 4364 State St, Saginaw, MI 48603. Please shared your condolences and memories with the 
family at the visitation, funeral chapel, or online at  https://www.casefuneralhome.com . 

  

It is getting to be that time of year again when we will be updating 
our Telephone Directory.  Please let Kathy in the office know if 
you have any new information to be inserted in the directory, i.e. 
telephone number, email address, street address, etc.  Thank you. 

 

Your Christian Outreach Committee went to Weiss Elementary School on Friday, December 15th 
and handed out Christmas Goodie Bags to all of the students.  We had a great time, and the children 
were so appreciative.  Thank you to all who supported this Mision. 

  

 

https://www.casefuneralhome.com/
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BIRTHDAYS JANUARY 
  5   Norma Meacham  
  8   Zachary Vega  
12   Julie Smith Lowe   
13   Sarah Gonzales  
13   Kevin Diggs 
14   Betty Hauk  
17   Madisen J. Groom   
22   Mary Ann Parker  
24   Chelsea Parker 
28   Irene Ohmer 
30   John Bethune  
31   Peter Dominguez  

ANNIVERSARIES JANUARY 
  6   Pervez & Ezra Yusaf   
  7   Ron & Brenda Platt 
11   Robert & Jean Bortner 
28   Michael & Amanda Groom  

BIRTHDAYS FEBRUARY 
  3   Roger Scovill 
  5   Pastor Jane Young 
  6   Angie Mitchell (Former Organist) 
  8   Mark VanArsdale 
  9   Matthew Davis 
  9   Aaron Plater II  
10   Victoria Parker 
11   John VanArsdale 
12   Jackie Williams  
13   MariAnne Vega  
18   Brady W. Groom  
22   Michelle Martinez   
26   Leore Bethune  
26   Helen Reynolds  

 
ANNIVERSARIES FEBRUARY 
11   John & Leore Bethune 
12   John & Carol VanArsdale 
25   Sarah & Tony Gonzales 

BIRTHDAYS MARCH 
  1      Ron Platt 
  2      Elaine Miner 
  3      Carol VanArsdale 
  9      Sandy Redfield  
22      Chong Ladner 
29      Floyd Krzak    
30      Glenna VanHautte  
30      Robert Furlo 

 ANNIVERSARIES MARCH 
  6    Chad & Karla Parker  
21    Vincent & Michelle Martinez  

BIRTHDAYS APRIL 
  1     Virginia Lyons 
  2     William Nolan  
  2     Lysithea Evans  M=Alexa Mahan 
  4     Jeanne Krugielki 
  5     Nancy Erndt  
  5     Evon Little  
12     Kathy Loviska   
12     Matthew VanArsdale 
13     Dallas Williams  
19     Debra Davis 

ANNIVERSARIES APRIL 
None Known 
 
  

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
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Countryside Trinity Church 
4690 Weiss Street 
Saginaw, Michigan 48603 
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